
  We are an inclusive community that 
welcomes everyone to stop and rest a 
while, socialize, learn, pray, and agitate 
with us.

We are self 
funded with 
a f e w 
dedicated 
a n n u a l 
supporters. 
W h e n 
w e ’ v e 
f a c e d 

major capital 
costs like roof and furnace, we ask for 
additional support. After 19 years, we took 
the plunge to rehabilitate our 100+ year 
old house. Major capital costs!
Our goals were to have a finished 
basement at proper height with a second 
bathroom and proper bedrooms, 
reconfigure the kitchen and bathroom 
upstairs to be user friendly and wherever 
possible improve energy efficiency. 
Previously the only place that there was 
insulation in the house was the attic. 
Drafts and dust flowed freely through 
asbestos-laden lathe and plaster walls.
As with every building project, things 
change on the fly. We had not anticipated 
having to gut the entire upstairs of the 
house. That was a goal for another day, 
due to the expense of hazmat removal of 
the lathe and plaster and all the other 
additional work that goes with it. When the 
basement was complete and we were 
warm and snug in it, though without a 
kitchen, we learned that the City of 
Vancouver required us to remove all the 
interior walls upstairs and insulate it in 
order to complete the permitted work.
That definitely was not in our budget! In 
order to make the main f loor 
inhabitable again, we need everybody’s 
help. You are most welcome to visit us 
and see the work that’s been done so far.
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1143 E Pender St. Coast Salish Territories 
Vancouver BC V6A 1W6

✜ fam
ily ✜ com

passion ✜ learning ✜ faith ✜ in com
m

unity ✜ 

JUNE 2017

We believe that the world is changed and 
we all are liberated when we live in solidarity 
with each other, when we recognized 
everyone as our neighbour and be family to 
one another.
Since 1998 we’ve been living in community, 
offering small scale, family-style hospitality 
to 2 or 3 people at a time. Folks live with us 
when they need a place to stay because 
they need to rest, heal, regroup, or restart 
their lives with support and in safety.
We share our space for faith-sharing and 
activist gatherings - learning together about 
social justice issues and the environment, 
prayer, liturgies and social time. We are 
connected to several faith communities. Our 
guests are invited but not required to join us 
in these activities. 
We are self-funded and gratefully receive 
donations. We do not issue tax receipts. We 
follow the Catholic Worker movement 
philosophy on tax exemption.

✜ food ✜ clothing ✜ shelter ✜ care ✜

Our refusal to apply for exemption status 
in our practice of the Works of Mercy is 
part of our protest against war and the 
present social “order” which brings on 
wars today.  - Dorothy Day

http://vancouvercatholicworker.org
http://vancouvercatholicworker.org


THE CATHOLIC WORKER MOVEMENT began 
simply enough on May 1, 1933, when a 
journal ist named Dorothy Day and a 
philosopher named Peter Maurin teamed up to 
publish and distribute a newspaper called "The 
Catholic Worker." This radical paper promoted 
the biblical promise of justice and mercy.

Grounded in a firm belief in the God-given 
dignity of every human person, their movement 
was committed to nonviolence, voluntary 
poverty, and the Works of Mercy as a way of 
life. It wasn't long before Dorothy and Peter 
were putting their beliefs into action, opening a 
"house of hospitality" where the homeless, the 
hungry, and the forsaken would always be 
welcome.

Over many decades the movement has 
protested injustice, war, and violence of all 
forms.Today there are some 228 Catholic 
Worker communities in the United States and 
in counties around the world. 

Learn more at http://
www.catholicworker.org/

vancouvercatholicworker@yahoo.ca   ✜   604-349-5027

As we move into our 20th year at 
Samaritan House, we invite you to 
become involved with us in a very 

special way.

We’re more than half way through a 
complete upgrade of our 100+ year 
old house. Already it is 100 times 
more energy efficient, clean and 

asbestos-free!

We’ve spent our inheritance and 
remortgaged and we need a little more 

to get the job done.

We are so grateful to the wonderful 
response so far to our fundraising 
campaign!

Ways you can donate:
Our crowdfunding campaign is at 
Generosity.com where donations can be 
made by credit card in US dollars 
https://www.generosity.com/community-
fundraising/samaritan-house-
renovation--2

Through our PayPal account in 
Canadian dollars on our website - 

http://vancouvercatholicworker.org

You can mail a cheque to us at:
Vancouver Catholic Worker
1143 E Pender St.
Vancouver, BC V6A 1W6
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